
Health and Education Costs

Population Issues

Environment

China is a major contributor to global warming, and faces numerous internal 
environmental challenges

Water
Pollution

Greenhouse
Gases

China is the 

world's
2nd

largest greenhouse

gas emitter,
and could become

the largest
emitter by 2025

China's
average

temperature
has risen by

0.6-0.8
degrees

Celsius within the 
last century

Pan, 2005 

300,000 to
500,000

premature

deaths
 in China 

per year are caused by 

air pollution
Bergsten, 33

Over

70%
of China's

rivers
and lakes

are polluted
 Ke, 9/26/06

China has

21%
of the world's

population
and 7%

of the water
 China Daily, 6/7/05

Population and 
Resources

Rising
Temperature

Human
Consequences

China believes developing
nations should not have to 
follow the Kyoto Protocol
or other global environmental 

regulations because
developed nations have

caused most 
world pollution while 

developing nations have 
contributed a small share

Environmental View

The Government is showing greater environmental awareness and action 
toward sustainability, pollution, and global warming
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China aims to increase 

energy
efficiency

20% by 2010, 
according to the
 11th 5-year plan

Bergsten, 42-43

China plans to increase

electricity
 from "clean fuels"

from 26% to
31%

by 2010
Carbon Sequestration Leadership

 Forum, 2005 

Without improved

efficiency and 

less waste,
"coal consumption

and carbon 

emissions"
 will 

triple
by 2030

Bradsher, 7/11/06

China's leaders 
perceive global environmental

regulations
as a way for 

Western nations
to control economic 
competitiveness of developing 
countries

Morton, 66

China's  international 

view
of environmentalism has

not significantly

changed;

 it says developed
nations are, and 
should be 

responsible
for clean up

 Morton, 71

But, China has yet to assume greater environmental responsibility and 
regulatory implementation

China signed
and ratified the

Kyoto
Protocol,
 but as a developing 
nation, it is

not bound to it

Sulfur
Dioxide

air emissions
in many cities are

2 to 5 times
higher

than World Health 
Organization

recommendations
Morton, 65

The apparent goals of leaders are to maintain socialism, and to increase the 
legitimacy of the Party by suppressing opposing groups, and establishing 
social harmony 

The Party retains
monopolistic 

power 
over the government, and 
despite political reforms, 

genuine democratic 
elements are lacking, and 

local officials are 
cracking down on 
opposing forces 

The Communist Party
(CCP)

Politics

Local CCP officials are
cracking down on

protesters, media sources,
and some religious groups,

but censorship and
harsh treatment of 

perceived threats further 
jeopardizes Party

stability

Suppressing Possibly 
Destabilizing Forces

Building a Harmonious Society

The "harmonious 
society" objective has 
several goals

Economist, 10/21/06, 51

1. Political reform (how is not mentioned)
2. Crackdown on domestic and foreign 
"hostile forces"
3. Address the growing gap between 
rural and urban areas
4. Distribute wealth more evenly
5. Crackdown on corruption
6.  Create a "new socialist countryside"
7. Provide better, cheaper health care in 
the countryside
8. Provide better, less costly 
education in the countryside 
9. Create a "conspicuously better"
environment

Political reforms in recent decades have actually increased Party power,
and are slow to bring about elements of a developed democracy

Political reforms of the 
1980s sought restrict 
centralized Party power

Bergsten, 59

1. Draw a line between Party 
work and government activities

2.  Decentralize fiscal power from
the central to the local level
3.  Decentralize administrative
power from the central to the local 
level

Tenuous political 
situations compelled a 
retreat from political 
reform in the 1990s 

Bergsten, 59

1. The collapse of the Soviet 
Union deeply concerned China's 
leaders
2.  Corruption, unrest, and
protectionalism within China 
emerged
3.  Considering these issues,
leadership reasserted "central 
Party and government controls"

In recent years, 
reforms in China's 
bureaucracy has have 
streamlined the Party's 
political power 

Bergsten, 60

1. The bureaucracy has been 
downsized and reorganized
2. The number of cadres whose
leadership positions fall under 
Party control has increased
3. The bureaucracy has been
centralized; local level 
bureaucracies are controlled by 
central level authorities
4. The civil service system has
been centralized

The CCP itself prevents a political transition, and China's leaders must 
have a top Party role to rise to political power

China's leaders often occupy both state and party 
positions; CCP membership is a prerequisite

PRC President, Chairman of the 
Central Military Commission

PRC Vice President

Premier of State Council

Chairman of Standing Committee 
National People's Congress

Chairman, China People's 
Political Consultive Committee

Hu Jintao

Zeng Qinghong

Wen Jiabo

Wu Bangguo

Jia Qinglin
Donald, 55

General Secretary of the CCP

Secretary of Central Secretariat, President 
of Central Party School
Former Secretary of Central Secretariat

Former Secretary of Central Secretariat, 
former Deputy Party Secretary of Shanghai

Former Party Secretary of Fujian

party rolestate role

Many political analysts 
say China's political 
system itself prevents 
true democratic transition

 French, 8/24/05

1. The "monopolization of power" by 
the CCP "inhibits transparency"
2. The Party's concentrated authority 
"prevents the development of checks 
and balances"
3.  Without checks and balances 
there is little to "help limit corruption"
4. There is no effective or protected 
"outlet" for citizens' frustrations or 
means of "redressing grievances" 

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) retains its monpolistic power and shows 
little effort toward true democratic reform

China has 

8
democratic

parties,
 but they are 

 controlled
 by the CCP

 and "do not provide an

opposition"
 to Party power

Donald, 53-64

Despite reforms, steps toward greater freedom, a rule of law, and democracy 
is very gradual

China's constitution now 

guarantees rights
of 5 major religions,

and religious activities have 

become freer in recent years
Bergsten, 63  and French, 8/18/06

All permitted faiths
are approved, registered, and 

monitored by the CCP,
the human rights

of some followers are 

continually violated
Bergsten, 65

The judicial system
now has over 

3,000 courts,
200,000 judges, 

and goes through about

6 million cases a year 
Bergsten, 66-69

30%
of public

grievances are
complaints about the 

legal system itself
Bergsten, 66

EDUCATION COSTS will remain too 
expensive for many until education 
becomes free

Primary school

tuition is

40,000yuan
a year,

about 35%
of the average 

citizens' income
Lague, 8/27/06

Social Challenges
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China could 

"surpass the

US" to become the 

world's biggest
green-house gas 

contributor
by 2025

Oster, 3/3/06

 China's

sea levels
have risen by

1.0-1.25
millimeters
every year within the 

last 50 years
Pan, 2005

Environmental Challenges

China has

16 of the 20
most air-

polluted
cities
in the world

Bergsten, 6

China has been 

losing
an average of

500,000
hectacres

of farmland
a year since 1980 

Smil, 294

Over

80%
of China's 

waste water
is "discharged

without
treatment"

 Smil, 296

Some Chinese 
glaciologists believe that 

2/3
of China's

glaciers
could be 

gone by

2060
 Brown, 70

GREENHOUSE GAS emissions will likely 
grow with economic expansion. Curbing 
emissions  will require government 
commitment, financing, technological 
investments, environmental clean-ups, 
etc. Whether or not this can be achieved 
is questionable

RISING SEA
LEVELS due to 
the effects of 
global warming 
may begin to 
threaten sea cost 
cities over the 
long term

About

90%
of China's cities

have some 

water
pollution

China Daily, 6/7/05

URBAN WATER
POLLUTION is 
potentially
disasterous,
especially
considering the 
rising urban 
population

URBAN AIR
POLLUTION is 
serious
especially
considering the 
rising urban 
population

INDUSTRIAL
POLLUTION is a 
major social and 
environmental issue. 
Local officials often 
prioritize economic 
development, and
pollution incidents 
often go unpunished

LAND
DEGRADATION
leads to less 
food production, 
a loss of 
biodiversity,
habitable areas, 
and a 
dependency on 
food imports

ENVIRONMENTAL
COSTS of the 
losses of valuable 
natural resources 

DECREASED
FARMLAND
means that 
food security 
is weakened 
and more food 
imports are 
needed

LESS FOOD 
PRODUCTION to feed 
a growing population 
with increased dietary 
needs means more 
food imports are 
needed

GLACIAL MELTING
means less fresh 
water in fewer rivers, 
affecting people and 
agriculture

UNTREATED WATER
could trigger many 
health and sanitary 
disasters

DEPLETING AQUIFERS
could lower food production 
to a point where less than 
10% of the population could 
be fed 

What is the current situation in 
CHINA?V. 1.0 (MARCH 2007)

Political Challenges

Per Capita 
Growth

Migrant
Population

Poverty
Reduction

Chinese society has experienced large changes and progresses since 1978 

Society

Growing Upper 
and Middle Class

Urban Growth Educated
Population

The world's largest society enjoys a higher quality of life than a generation ago

 Leaders have set ambitious goals for further societal improvements

CCP membership is
decreasing

Waning Party Loyalty 
and Approval

Anti-government protests
have grown to about 

90,000 a year,
threatening to

destabilize Party power.
A primary cause of protests

 is corruption 

1. Police and prosecutors torture suspected 
criminals "to extract confessions"

2.  Forced confessions are used "to some 
extent" by "local judicial officials" and lead to 
false convictions

3.  China officially banned torture in 1996, 
but in 2005, the United Nations found it was 
"common even in ordinary criminal cases"

4.  Human rights groups say the 
"widespread practice" signals significant 
problems in China's legal system

Torture remains widespread in 
the criminal and legal system

Kahn, 11/21/06

1. The 300 camps are "a vast penal system" separate 
"from the judicial system"

2.  Police are given immense power, and they can 
"arbitrarily choose" to file charges or to send someone to 
a camp

3.  Inmates have "been stripped of any legal rights" and 
receive no lawyers or trials

4.  Inmates are 300,000 political prisoners, prostitutes, 
drug users, petty criminals, and Falun Gong members

5.  Inmates must perform factory or manual labor, some 
report "fairly mild conditions"

6.  Some inmates report "a catalog of torture" (including 
electric shocks using cable prods)

7.  Families of inmates have little communication or 
information about prisoners

8.  Sentences range from 18 months to 4 years (no 
lawyers, no trials, no appeals)

Labor Re-education camps do not operate 
under a rule of law

Yardley, 5/9/05

EXTRA-JUDICIARY LABOR CAMPS operate outside 
the legal system, and indicate the absence of a rule 
of law, and continued human rights violations

CONTINUED TORTURE is a serious 
legal issue that indicates weaknesses 
in human rights and a rule of law

Legal Issues

ANTI-GOVERNMENT
PROTESTS are at an all-
time high, and could cause 
political destabilization

PROTECTORS that are 
increasingly well-informed 
and technologically adept 
are able to access and 
understand information 
critical of the Party to fuel 
protests

Anti-government protests

Social Harmony

1.  Citizen reliance on the government "has 
become even larger"

2. An "administrative burden" is created as 
the state tries to provide comprehensive 
social welfare

3. Multiple large-scale goals present big 
challenges, and the government spreads 
itself thin "rushing from problem to problem"

Achieving social 
harmony can solve some 
problems, but creates 
others, some experts say

French, 8/24/06

CREATING SOCIAL HARMONY
is a positive goal, but it could 
also exaggerate pre-existing 
government issues

ACHIEVING A HARMONIOUS 
SOCIETY is a huge 
undertaking, but it is uncertain 
whether the goals can be met

NEW AND MORE MEDIA OUTLETS available to 
more people threaten the state by spreading 
information viewed as subversive or critical of the 
CCP

WEAK PRESS FREEDOM and censorship 
crackdowns is a major cause of protests, 
and signals a lack of true democracy 

Media

MEDIA-BASED CRITICISMS
could destabilize the Party, but 
so could harsh government 
crackdowns against media and 
speech

PUNISHING JOURNALISTS 
to restrict state criticisms 
exacerbates opposition to 
CCP censorship

MEDIA FLOWS and free 
speech cannot be entirely 
eliminated by the government

CENSORSHIP against free 
flows of new media signals 
the refusal to grant full 
intellectual freedoms

Unfree elections
Although local elections in some areas appear to signal transitions toward democracy, the 
political experiments have either failed, or proven to be undemocratic

Official story... However...
Experiments local-level political reforms have mostly failed...

Signs of democratic 
elements. "Experiments"
with the direct elections 
for urban community 
committees and "other 
political reform 
experiments" are 
occurring in some parts 
of China, including open 
meetings where citizens 
can express their 
concerns.

Bergsten, 58-59 

Party loyalty required. In 
2002, the Party and State 
Council required that 
candidates first must 
prove they can win their 
seats on local committees, 
and have their committee 
members enter the Party.
The purpose is to 
"infuse...new blood"  into 
"basic-level Party 
organizations."

Bergsten, 59

Official story... However...

115,000
party members were

"disciplined"
for corruption in 2005" 

Krauss, 3/16/06

CORRUPTION CRACKDOWNS  are 
criticized for too lenient of 
punishments, or as a way to weed 
out those loyal to Jiang Zemin

STATE CORRUPTION is a serious political problem 
that undermines domestic social approval, foreign 
investment, and international reputation

Transparency International 
"Corruption Perceptions Index"

rank score
1
77
78
78
158

Iceland (least corrupt)

Laos
China
Morocco
Chad (most corrupt)

9.7
3.3
3.2
3.2
1.7

China is perceived 
to be corrupt on a 
global scale

Cor . rup . tion
Per . cep . tions   In . dex 
Transparency International's 
Corruption Perceptions Index 
measures the degree of 
corruption  perceived by 
businesses and national analysts.
The highest score (10) signifies 
the least corruption, the lowest 
(1), means the most corruption.
Transparency International 

"Corruption Perceptions Index"

Corruption

CCP COMPETING WITH RELIGION 
IN THE PARTY as nearly 1 in 3 Party 
members are believers 

CCP COMPETING WITH 
RELIGION IN SOCIETY
as the estimated number 
of Christians outnumber 
CCP members

GROWING ISLAM is 
concerning to leaders 
because of Islamic 
fundamentalism, terrorism, 
and separatism

Religion

$

Independence Movements 
TERRORISM IN 
XINJIANG leads Beijing 
to fear rise in violence 
and Muslim believers 

CONTINUED
UNREST IN TIBET 
and demands for 
autonomy would 
compel more 
military
commitment in the 
region and attract 
negative media

SEPARATISM IN 
XINJIANG carried out 
by Muslim separatists

China's government fears the rise 
of religious/political movements

 Bergsten, 65

1. The Party is very wary of religious groups 
that create political issues (i.e. Xinjiang)

2. The Party particularly fears the mix of 
religion with separatist movements (i.e. Tibet)

3.  Crackdowns and suppression have 
occurred in separatist areas over the decades

4. The Party has recently called some 
religious groups "terrorists" and uses this title 
to justify more crackdowns 

RISING TERRORISM AND SEPARATISM,
especially of Islamic believers and in 
autonomous provinces can threaten to split 
China or cause national destabilization 

The Taiwan Situation
TAIWAN INDEPENDENCE 
would trigger a serious 
confrontation and likely war 
with U.S.

TAIWAN LEADERS are becoming 
more overt about their desire for 
independence from China, which 
could lead to a war

RISING PROTESTS 
indicates social unrest 
and threatens to weaken 
Party power

MASS PROTESTS over numerous issues indicates that society is far 
from harmonious, and that attaining social harmony goals may not 
be feasible unless the protests subside

Mass Protests

GENDER
IMBALANCES
mean that tens 
of millions of 
men can never 
marry, and that 
the fertility rate, 
and total 
population, will 
decrease

GENDER
IMBALANCES
means tens of 
million of men 
can never marry

Gender Imbalance
FEMALE
DISCRIMINATION due 
to cultural attitudes 
has negative effects on 
the gender imbalance, 
and the population in 
general

LOWER FERTILITY RATES
means that the population and 
the labor force will decrease 
while the number of those 
needing social security and 
health care will rise

GROWING ELDERLY
POPULATION means a 
decreased labor force, and 
higher burdens on health care, 
social, and welfare budgets

INCREASING MIGRANTS 
from rural areas flock to cities 
and require employment, 
housing, education etc. 

CENSORSHIP of media and 
punishment of those posting 
information indicates a lack of 
freedom of speech and press 

GROWING CENSORSHIP and 
harsh punishments undermining 
freedoms or press and speech

Censorship

Bergsten, 19

Most health costs are 
now paid by patients

1980
36%
43%
21%

Bergsten, 39

2004
17%
27%
56%

% of health care
 costs by group
Government
Insurance plans
Patients

35-60%
of medical costs

will still be

paid by rural 
residents after the new 
health care plan arrives

 Economist, 10/21/06, 51

HEALTH COSTS will 
remain too expensive 
for many even after the 
new health plan arrives

RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS 
have put more burdens on 
patients despite reforms

AIDS/HIV
COMBATING HIV/AIDS ignorance 
as well as social stigmas against 
the disease is a huge undertaking 
that may not undo social and 
cultural attitudes

CURBING THE SPREAD OF AIDS
requires government commitment, 
increased health care, education, 
etc.  But whether the disease can 
be contained is questionable

POSSIBLE AIDS EPIDEMIC
threatens to overwhelm 
health system and slow 
economic growth 

DRUG ADDICTION is rapidly 
growing in southern 
regions, and is worsening 
the AIDS situation

RISK OF EXPOSURE could 
increase and spread into the 
general population without an 
effective anti-AIDS campaign

Growing Inequality
HIGH GINI INDEX SCORE indicates a wide 
income gap in Chinese society. The wider the 
gap, the increased likelihood of social, 
economic, and political instability 

GROWING INEQUALITY
is an economic problem 
that creates mass social 
unrest

WEALTH GAP is 
rapidly growing, and 
could be a main source 
of social instability

WIDESPREAD POVERTY
affects a majority of the 
population

URBAN-RURAL INEQUALITY is rising, 
and effects quality of life and health

Social Challenges

Freedom
from China

Our

Special

Rights

THE TRADITIONAL PETITIONING 
SYSTEM to bring social complaints 
against the government functions 
poorly, and those who complain face 
censorship and punishment 

About

300
million

Chinese

lack access to

clean water
 Morton, 65

WATER SCARCITY
will likely become a 
larger problem as 
droughts, pollution, 
and urban 
demands grow

FURTHER REDUCING POVERTY is 
an economic and social challenge 
that is vital to creating a 
harmonious society and prosperity

GROWING INEQUALITY is 
an economic problem that 
could bring about social and 
political destabilization

Inequality

1. Some people are realizing the "true nature" of the 
CCP and are "no longer enamored" with it

2.  Some recognize the "injustice," secrecy, and the 
human rights violations by the CCP

3.  More people are consciously "choosing their own 
future" independent from the Party

4.  Some religious CCP members have dropped out 
because the atheistic CCP  officially prohibits 
members from "participating in religious activities" 
and is cracking down on religion

Some experts attribute CCP
withdrawals to several factors

Yan, 12/21/05, and Zhicheng, 2/28/06

LOSS OF CCP MEMBERSHIP due to several factors 
could jeopardize the integrity and legitimacy of the 
Party, and thus, the political system

DECLINING CCP MEMBERSHIP due to 
less interest in communism, greater 
interest in personal freedoms and 
religion, and public awareness of state 
corruption

Lowered CCP Membership

SLOW STEPS TOWARD INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM The Party shows some signs of 
tolerance for more intellectual freedom, yet restrictions and recent crackdowns undermine
progress, and signal an absence of freedom of speech, press, and true democracy

1. More citizens have greater access to 
information from various sources

2. The thoughts and views of some citizens are 
changing, some media is becoming privatized, 
more information is being disseminated

3.  Foreign information providers like Yahoo and 
Google are permitted to establish themselves in 
China

4.  "Foreign experts on intellectual freedom 
were invited" to China

Intellectual freedom has made 
some progress

Li, 2006

1. Censorship policies and practices remain, and 
are used to silence or eliminate dissidents

2.  "Legal actions" have been taken to ban "illegal 
publications"

3.  Foreign businesses are required to censor 
internet and written material from Chinese people

4. All web information from outside Chins is filtered, 
all internet links to outside China is screened

5.  Violations against the China's Constitutional 
amendment safeguarding human rights are a big 
problem

Serious challenges to 
intellectual freedom persist

Li, 2006

Intellectual Freedom

Pensions
ONE CHILD FAMILY
POLICY MAY RESULT IN 
PENSION CRISIS 

Rural-Urban Disparities
HUGE DIFFERENCES IN INCOME AND WEALTH
BETWEEN URBAN EAST AND MOSTLY RURAL
WEST MAY RESULT IN MAJOR CONFLICT

DRAFT - Feedback Requested DRAFT 

China's gender 
imbalance greatly 
exceeds the global 
average
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In China,

1 in 7
females are

- aborted
- killed after birth, or

- abandoned
Fishman, 102

By 2020
there will be

30 million
more males

than females
(of marrying age)

Xinhua, 1/11/07

85%
of party

officials,
want to speed

up political 

reform,
according to a survey

 of 600 provincial 
and local officials

 ECON, 3.25.06, 16

 20 million
euros

 was invested by the 
CCP in 2006 in a 

campaign to

"revitalize
Marxism"

Zhicheng, 2/28/06

Bertelsmann Transformation Index
"TBI 2006"

rank score
1
85
85
87
118

Slovenia (most transitions)

Algeria
China
Cambodia
Somalia (failed transitions)

9.45
4.42
4.42
4.34
1.55

China scores low for 
Democratic Transition
on a global scale

Ber tels . mann
Trans . for . ma . tion
In . dex
a ranking of the 
"development and 
transformation status of 
119 states in terms of their 
level of democracy and 
market economy" as well 
as their political 
leadership and the "quality 
of reform policies."

www.bertelsmann-

Mass protests have 
expanded to 90 
thousand annually 

90000
80000
70000
60000
50000
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20000
10000

Bergsten, 41, French, 8/24/05, and Coonan, 3/7/06
Year

'95 '03 '04'93

__
__
__
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__
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__
__

'05

annual protests and demonstrations 

0

Many of the

protesters in 2005 were

-"savvy, urban yuppies"
-"computer-literate"
-internet knowledgeable
-"exposed to world 
politics"

ECON, 3/25/06, 18

10 million
people filed petitions 

in 2004,

3 in 2,000, or
one-seventh

of 1%,
reported a 

"satisfactory
result"

Kahn, 12/9/05

Those petitioning
complaints against the 

Party face 

- harassment,
- kidnapping, 
-imprisonment
-torture, or

-labor camps
Kahn, 12/9/05

The deadline
for achieving a

harmonious
society

 is 2020
 Economist, 10/21/06, 51

50% of

Taiwanese
"support Taiwan 's

independence,
an "all-time high" 

according to a 2006 poll 
Huang, 3/14/06

 In March 2007 Taiwanese

President Chen 
Shui-bian said

"Taiwan wants 
independence,
Taiwan wants 
rectification,
Taiwan wants 
a new 
constitution"

Hille, 3/5/07

China says

260
terrorist acts
occurred in Xinjiang from

1985 to 2005
BBC "China 'warning of hotel 

attacks" 11/9/05

China says 

200
terrorist acts
 in Xinjiang from 1990 to 
2001 were committed by 

independence
groups
Mackerras, 4/23/04

There are

131,000
Tibetan

Refugees,
100,000

live in India
International Campaign for 

Tibet, 2007

Freedom House "Table of Global Press Freedom Rankings"

rank score
1
176
177
178
194

Finland (most freedom)

Yemen
China
Somalia
North Korea (least freedom)

9
81
83
83
97

China press freedom 
ranks very low on a 
global scale

Glo . bal  Press  Free 
. dom  Rank. ings 
Presented by Freedom House, 
this index ranks the 
conduciveness of a nation's 
media environment.  Factors 
that determine a nation's 
standing as 'free (a score of 1 
to 30),' 'partly free (32 to 60),' 
or 'not free (61 to 100)' are 
based on the "legal 
environment for the media, 
political pressures that 
influence reporting, and 
economic factors that affect
access to information."

Freedom House "Freedom of 
the Press"

 China has the

world's most 
-land-line
telephones
-cable TV 
households and

-cell phones
Roth, 158

China has the world's second
largest internet population, 
and about 1 in 10 Chinese 
is an internet user
240 million

(est)
United States

Source:  World Internet Stats, 2006, and Shu-Ching, 1/12/07

China

130 million
(est)

49
"cyberdissidents"

and 32
journalists

are detained for
posting internet

 criticisms 
of the Party

Bergsten, 65

 32
Chinese journalists 
are imprisoned,

and China has 

jailed more
journalists than 

any other nation
 in the world

for 7 years in a row
Freedom House "China (2006)"

As of 2006, China had about

440 million
cell phone 

users, the largest
mobile population in the world
Engardio, 8/22/05, 56, Shanghai Daily,

12/16/06

1/4
of China's 

573,755
internet sites

were

shut down 
for failing to 

register with the 
Ministry of 

Information Industry in 
July 2005

Freedom House "China (2006)"

Rural elections
have existed at the village 
level since the 1980s, and 

elections take place in over 

1 million 
villages, affecting

80%
of the rural population

Bergsten, 58-59 

The Party reported
that almost 

75%
of rural Party organizations 

were "in a state of

collapse"
by the late 1990s,

leaving clans, gangs, and 
Christian

churches to fill "the
political vacuum"

Bergsten, 59 

CCP membership 
has declined by over 
6 million in 4 years
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Source:  Donald, 2005, and Zhicheng, 2/28/06

__
__
__
__
__
__
__

1997 2006

800 million
citizens are 
classified as

peasants
Kahn, 11/13/06

The

 biggest 
concern

to CCP officials is the

 "widening 
income gap,"

mostly because it
 "stirs social unrest," 
according to a 2004 

CCP survey
Kahn, 12/25/0 

About

5%
of China's population,

 about 

65 million,

 is Christian
Elegant, 8/20/06

20 million
CCP members 

"belong to a 

religious
organization"

Zhicheng, 2/28/06

10 million
CCP members

engage in 

"religious
activities"

 that contradict
 the officially
atheist CCP

Zhicheng, 2/28/06

About

3%
of China's population, 

about

39 million,
 is Muslim

Muslim Population
 Worldwide, 2006

urban

9.6%
ECON, 3/25/2006, 8

rural

6.2%

rural and urban
income growth rate 

[in 2005]

About

3.5% of GDP
is spent on health, 

education, welfare, and 
pension programs

combined
Bergsten, 27

Rural

CCP
membership

has
dropped

about

80%
in recent years
Zhicheng, 2/28/06

China's population 
will peak around 
2030 with 1.45 billion
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China's population will 
peak around 2030 with 
1.45 billion

 billions of people 

Year
Source:  US Census Bureau, "IDB Summary 

Demographic Data for China" 2006
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China has the world's 
largest population 
with 1.3 billion people

IndonesiaIndia
Nation

China
Source:  US Census Bureau, "World's 50 

Most Populous Countries:  2006"
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 billions of people 
2005 United Nations 
Human Development 
Index

UNDP Human Development Report 2005"

rank score
1
84
85
86
177

Norway (most developed)

Philippines
China
Suriname
Niger (least developed)

0.963
0.758
0.755
0.755
0.281

 250
million

Chinese have 
been

lifted from 
poverty

since 1978

Per capita 
GDP

has grown
nearly

7-fold
since

the mid-1980s 

About

140
million,

roughly

 1 in10,
are internal 

migrants

 1 in 2
Chinese will 

live in

cities
within

10 years

China's GDP per capita 
has increased almost
7-fold since 1984

'02'01 '03 '04 '05 '06
est.

'00
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Average GDP per capita in $USD

 Xinhua New, 10/10/06, International Atomic Energy 
Agency 2006, World Bank Group, People's Daily 

Online, 7/7/06 and Global Insight, 2006

Year
'10
est.

'94'84

(Market exchange rate)

China's female adult literacy 
(ages 15 and up) has increased to 
80%

52%
1980
Source: United Nations "Human Development Report 2006"

68%
1990

78%
2000

80%
2004

% literate adult females

China's adult literacy 
rate (ages 15 and up) has 
increased to nearly 91%

69%
1987

Source: United Nations "Human Development Report 2006", 

78%
1990

91%
2004

% literate adults

80% of

rural counties
will have a 

new health 
care plan

by 2008, according to 
China's leaders

Economist, 10/21/06, 51

School fees 
for 9 years of

 compulsory education 
in the 

countryside
will be

abolished
 in 2007, according to 

China's leaders
Economist, 10/21/06, 51

By 2050
China hopes to  be a 

middle-class,
developed,

socialist nation

The "harmonious society" 
objective has several goals
1. Political reform (how is not mentioned)

2. Crackdown on domestic and foreign "hostile forces"

3. Address the growing gap between rural and urban areas

4.  Distribute wealth more evenly

5. Crackdown on corruption

6.  Create a "new socialist countryside"

7. Provide better, cheaper health care in the countryside

8. Provide better, less costly education in the countryside 

9.  Create a "conspicuously better" environment goal
Economist, 10/21/06, 51

Protesters
demonstrate over 
several major issues 

French, 12/10/06, Kahn, 

1. Environmental issues 
2. Property rights
3.  Land-use issues
4.  Widening income gap
5.  Corruption in local governments
6.  "Discontent" about police
7. Poor or unsatisfactory working 
conditions
8.  Rising health costs, decreased 
access to health care

There are 
more than

200
protests

a day,
says the 

government
Kristof 7/2/06

China has 

111 million
internet
users,

and about

30,000
internet
police

Bergsten, 64

10 year
prison

sentences
have been given 

to citizens
for posting

 criticisms
online

 or in e-mails
Krauss, 3/16/06

China ranks high for 
global income inequality

CIA, 2006

rank score
1
37
37
38
98

Namibia (most unequal)

Mongolia
China
Hong Kong
Denmark (most equal)

70.7
44.0
44.0
43.4
23.2

Gi . ni   In . dex
measures the 
degree of 
inequality in the 
distribution of 
family income in a 
country, the greater 
the inequality, the 
higher the score

CIA, 2006

1 in 2 Chinese will live 
in cities by 2015

17%
1975

Source: United Nations "Human Development Report 2006", 

39%
2004

50%
2015 est.

% urban population 

China's life expectancy 
has increased by 
10 years since 1970

62
1970

Source: UNICEF, "At a glance:  China:  statistics" 2005

68
1990

72
2005

life expectancy at birth in years

China's richest 
fifth has one half 
of the prosperity

50%
richest 20%
Source: UNICEF, "At a glance:  China:

statistics" 2005

4%
poorest 20%

% income or consumption by 
group

China has about 

300,000
millionaires,

but over

400million
live on 

less than $2
a day

Bergsten, 6

About

6 in 10
Chinese are

peasants
Kahn, 11/13/06

Drinking water and 
sanitation access varies 
greatly between rural and 
urban areas 
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UNICEF, "At a glance:  China:  statistics" 2004
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HIV infections
in China is

rising
by about

70,000
new infections

a year
WHO, 1/25/06

 China could have

10 million
AIDS cases
by 2010 if the 

state "fails
to adequately 

fight the disease," 
predict some experts

Yardley, 5/10/06

Many Chinese lack 
basic knowledge about 
HIV/AIDS (reveals a 2003 survey)

17%
had never heard 

of HIV/AIDS
Source: Avert 2/7/07 

77%
didn't know condoms 

could prevent HIV

% population

China has an 
estimated

3 million+
drug users

 WHO, 12/05

An estimated 

40 million,
 roughly 

1in 35
 Chinese are 

"at risk of

exposure to HIV
UNAIDS, 2/20/07

China's total fertility 
rate has fallen nearly 
3-fold since 1970

5.6
1970

Source: UNICEF, "At a glance:  China: statistics" 2005

2.2
1990

1.7
2005

# of children per woman during fertile years

China's elderly population 
will more than double by 
2020

7.7%
(100 million)

2006
Source: Xinhua News, 8/23/06

% of population above 65
 (millions of people above 65)

12.5%
(170 million)

2010 est.

17%
(240 million)

2020 est.

The number of internal 
migrants almost
tripled in 10 years

50 million
1995

Source:  Bergsten, 8 and DeWind,3

millions of internal migrants

140 million
2005 est.

China has doubled 
environmental
protection
investments in 
20 years

.7%
1968-1990

Source: Morton, 67

1.5%
2001-2005

% GDP spent on environmental 
protection investment

China has signed over

50
international conventions on

environmental
protection

 Morton, 71

China is the 
world's 2nd largest 
CO2 emitter

15%
China

Source:  Morton, 65

% contribution to global CO2 emissions

25%
United States

40%
of China is
affected by

deforestation
and

soil erosion
 Morton, 64

Awater
pollution

incident occurs

every
2 to3 days ,

say some Chinese 
environmentalists

Ke, 9/26/06

China's

Environmental
losses

 caused by pollution
and natural degradation

are equal to

"at least"
10% of GDP,
according to independent 

studies
 Smil, 297

Source:  Brown, 3/10/04, and Huanxin, 9/28/04
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grain production, millions of tons

China's grain output has 
fallen in recent years, but 
different sources provide 
competing statistics

The World Bank estimates that 

aquifer depletion
will reduce the current

grain harvest
 by 40million tons,

leaving enough to feed
only 120 million

Chinese
 Brown, 45DRAFT

This info-mural is part of an 
ongoing project we have 
been conducting at Stanford 
University.  The project has 
focused on creating a com-
prehensive set of info-
murals that represent the 
social, political and econom-
ic views of a country.  The 
infomurals  are each approx 
5 feet by 15 feet in size and 
contain hundreds of data el-
ements, diagrams, and 
other visual elements.  

This is a snapshot of China’s 
politics shown graphically   
The project was undertaken in 
2007,  The goal was to pro-
vide a wall-size view of the 
major elements of the whole 
economy of a large country.  
The experiment was part of 
our investigation of what we 
informally were calling “the 
larger context” and how to 
make it accessible. Other 
info-murals in the series show 
economics and foreign affairs.

What does 
it contain?

How do I get 
updates & 
revisions?
Robert  E.  Horn
Senior Researcher
Stanford University
President, MacroVU.com
hornbob@earthlink.net
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