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China has about
20% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

China's contribution to 
world GDP is the same 

as the US'

China's Rightful Place

The Vision of
CHINA'S RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE WORLD

V. 1.0 (April 2007)

2030

2010

2040

The News
China Passes Japan to Become 2nd Largest Economy
Per Capita Income 
Approaches $5,000

The News

GDP Doubles in a Decade
Prosperity,  Development, 

Party Loyalty at All-Time High

Record Economic Growth, Influence 

Marks 'Beginning of China's Second 

Golden Age,' Leaders Declare

2010

2020

The News
Pollution from Major Energy Sources Cut by 10% in 5 YearsEcologists and Citizens ApplaudSuccessful Environmental, Government Measures 

2010

2005 CE

China has about
15% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

China is the 6th 
largest economy in 

the world (MER), 2nd 

Japanese Invasion of Manchuria
(1931-1932)

Second Sino-Japanese War
and Occupation of Manchuria

(1937-1945)

'Rape of Nanking'
(1937-1938)

Imperial Governance Ends
(1911)

Nationalists Retreat 
to Taiwan

(1949-Present)

Secession of Mongolia
(1911)

Civil War
(1929-1949)

Soviet Invasion of Manchuria
(1929)

Korean War
(1950-1953)
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First Opium War
(1839-1842)

Taiping Rebellion
(1850-1865)

First Sino-Japanese War
(1894-1895)

Boxer Rebellion
(1900)

Hong Kong Ceded to Britain
(1842-1997)

Macau Ceded to Portugal
(1887-1999)

Second Opium War
(1856-1860)

Sino-French War
(1884-1885)

          Century
        of
Humiliation

War,
Occupation,

Division

Economic Reforms,
Global Reemergence

Industry-Led Economy
(1978-Present)

Reform of State and Non-
State Sectors

(1979-1993)

'Peaceful Rise' Intentions Stated 
By Chinese Academics, Adopted

By Leaders
(2003)

China Joins WTO
(2001)

Sino-Vietnamese War
(1979)

China is World's 4th Largest Economy (MER)
(2007)

'Social Harmony' Goals Proclaimed
(2006)

China is World's Largest Exporter
(2006)

250 Million Lifted Out of Poverty Since 1978
(2005)

Approximate peak of 
China's world share of 

GDP
1820 CE

China has about
 33% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

The News

Urban Population Reaches Nearly 50%Cities Grew by 400 Million in About 30 YearsUrban Dwellers Increase Economic Productivity, Average Quality of Life, Educated Population

2030

The Rise of the Middle Kingdom

China has about
10% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

Industrialization of 
Europe, the US, and 
Japan, China conflicts 
with the West and Japan

1900 CE

2050

The News

China, Others Grow in 
Influence as US 
Hegemony Wanes
China Poised to Assume Full 
Regional Military, Political, 
Economic Leadership

2050The News

China, Taiwan
Peacefully Reunited
Chinese Economic, Political 

Strength, Military Capabilities the 

Motivators Leaders Say 

Revised Constitution to be Drafted

2050 The NewsChina Population Growing More Slowly A Generation After Elimination of 'One Child' Policy, Birth Rate, Gender Ratio StabilizesChina's Future, Labor Force, Fertility Rate More Secure, Analysts Say 

2050The News
China Accounts for 35% of World GDPContribution Reaches Levels of China's Wealth Centuries AgoLeaders Declare Historic Level AnEconomic, Cultural Triumph Over 'Centuries of Hard Struggle"

2050

The News

China Largest
Financial and Force
Contributer to United 
Nations Peacekeeping
China Often Leader in 
Security Council 

2040

Major Famine 30-40 Million Die
(1958-1961)

Cultural Revolution
(1966-1969)

Sino-Indian War
(1962-1963)

First Tibet Uprising
(1954)

Sino-Burmese War
(1956)

Second Tibet Uprising
(1959)

Domestic Unrest, Regional Conflict

1950-1978

China has about
 4.5% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

 Economic Stangation 
and Isolation

The News

China Expands 
Nuclear Arsenal
New Generation Nukes 
Include Long-Reaching Land 

and Sea-Based Missiles
China Strongest Nuclear Force in Region

2010

The News
China Establishes Fleets, 
Bases in Indian Ocean, 
Persian Gulf, Caribbean
Chinese Navy Protects
Energy Imports, Has 
Defense, Deterance
Capabilities

2050
The News

China Leads World In 
Addressing Climate Change

'Beijing Resolution' to Further 

Decrease Emissions
Leaders Offer Aid, Technology,

Scientists To Prospective Signatories 

2050

The News
Chinese Economic, Social 
Development Model Used By Several Developing NationsChina Provides Financial, Diplomatic Aid to South American,African Countries Following 'The 

Chinese Socialist Miracle' 

2050

The News
China Officially a 
Middle-Class Nation
Nation Prospers and 
Achieves 'Peaceful Rise'Socialist-Democratic Government and Market Economy Thrive

2050

The News
China's Military Capability Far Exceeds What Is Needed To Occupy TaiwanTaiwan Independence Movement Fades Into Background

2020

The News

Beijing Olympics 'A
Success' for World
and for China
Positive Views of China Soar

as The Nation Symbolicaly 

Enters Global Arena

2008

The News

Majority of China Energy 

from Hydro, Wind, Solar

Early Investments in Clean, 

Renewable Sources Sustain 

Economy, Society, Environment

China Contributing 'Significantly Less' 

to Global Emissions, Pollution

2040

The News

Independent Judicuary 
Achieved in China
Long Process of Reform 
Yields Foundation for Further 
Economic Growth 

2020

The News

Quality of Chinese 
Universities Soars
China Has 15 of Top 100 

Universities in World

2040

2025

China has 
25% of Global GDP

(in PPP)

China's share of 
world GDP is larger 

than the US and 
Japan combined

2020

DRAFT

The News

Chinese Companies 

Expand Profits, Influence 

in World Market
US, Japan Firms Wary of 

Growing Competition, Innovation

China's Mega-Firms Create 

Copyrights, Trademarks, Top Global 

2010

This info-mural is part of an 
ongoing project we have 
been conducting at Stanford 
University.  The project has 
focused on creating a com-
prehensive set of info-mu-
rals that represent the 
social, political and econom-
ic views of a country.  The 
infomurals  are each approx 
5 feet by 15 feet in size and 
contain hundreds of data el-
ements, diagrams, and 
other visual elements.  

This “Chin’s Rightful Place in 
the World” is a brief history of 
China shown graphically in 
four of the five bright yellow-
orange arrows.  The mural 
then speculates about the 
plausible future of China 
through 2050.  The project 
was undertaken in 2007, and 
as you can see, China has 
accomplished becoming the 
second largest economy in 
the world as our scenario sug-
gests. 
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